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I n t er n at ion al  GCSE/  Ed ex cel  Cer t i f i cat e Sp an ish  

Pap er  1  List en in g  

Ex am in er s’  Rep or t  

 

Gen er al  com m en t s 

 

The 2016 paper proved to be accessible to all candidates and clearly tested their  

knowledge and understanding of spoken Spanish. Most  candidates demonst rated 

clear ly that  they had understood the rubrics and were fam iliar with the format  of 

the examinat ion. I t  was also evident  that  they had pract iced well in preparat ion 

for the examinat ion. 

 

All quest ions set  were answered as predicted and in part icular, in the final 

sect ion, quest ions 17,18 and 19 which targeted  grades B, A and A*  only the 

highest  perform ing candidates demonst rated a full and clear understanding of 

the more extended ext racts of language heard. 

 

Sp el l in g  

The spelling of some words in Quest ion 19 proved problemat ic for some 

candidates. However, exam iners were sym pathet ic with their responses and 

where spelling was phonically recognisable, versions of required words were 

credited posit ively.  

Qu est ion s 1  t o  3  

There were only very few candidates who did not  achieve full marks in quest ions 

1-3.  

 

Qu est ion  4  t o  6   

There were only very few candidates who did not  achieve full marks in quest ions 

4-6.  

 

Qu est ion s 7  t o  1 2  

Most  candidates responded well and scored full marks for these quest ions.  

  

Qu est ion  1 3                                                                                                                         

This was well at tempted by most  candidates with the majorit y scoring 4 of the 6 

marks available for this quest ion.  Wrong choices were made at  random.   

 

Qu est ion  1 4    

This quest ion proved to be a good discr im inator. Most  candidates scored 4 of the 

6 marks available for this quest ion. The most  frequent ly wrong responses were:   

14( iv)  and 14(vi)  

                                                                                                                                    

Qu est ion  1 5    

Most  candidates scored 2 or 3 out  of the 3 marks available for this quest ion 

demonst rat ing their  ability to follow slight ly longer ext racts of dialogue which 

contain some unfam iliar items. 

 

 

 



Qu est ion  1 6   

Most  typically the score here was 2 or 3 m arks out  of the 4 marks available for 

this quest ion.  

16 ( iii)  proved very challenging.  The main cause for the loss of one mark was 

making the link between ‘el m io es casi igual al de m i hermano’ and ‘los 

dorm itor ios de los hermanos son parecidos’  

  

Qu est ion  1 7   

This quest ion proved very challenging and only the high end of the ent ry scored 

more than 4 marks out  of the 6 available for this quest ion.  

The following key points are worthy of note:    

Q17( i)  around 45 %  of candidates answered this quest ion correct ly. 

Q17( ii)  this quest ion was more frequent ly correct  than incorrect . 

Q17( iii)  only the very best  of the candidates answered this quest ion 

correct ly. 

Q17( iv)  around 70%  of candidates answered this quest ion correct ly. 

 

Q17(v)  this quest ion was more frequent ly correct  than incorrect . 

 

Q17(vi)  around 50 %  of candidates answered this quest ion correct ly. 

 

Qu est ion  1 8   

This quest ion targeted grade A. Most  typically grade A candidates scored 4 or 5 

of the 6 marks available for this quest ion demonst rat ing their ability to follow 

longer ext racts of dialogue which contain some unfam iliar items relat ing to 

ext reme sports. 

Qu est ion  1 9    

The final quest ion in this exam inat ion targeted grade A* . This quest ion proved to 

be very challenging and a good discrim inator. This passage contains some 

complicated lexis and st ructures, as is appropriate for a quest ion at  this level.  

As ant icipated only the very high end of the ent ry scored the full marks available 

for this quest ion. These candidates were able to understand significant  detail 

from this longer ext ract  of dialogue which contains unfam iliar language. They 

demonst rated their ability to make the links with the quest ions and the gist  of 

the dialogue and to produce the correct  answers.   

Many candidates scored 2 or 3 of the 7 marks available for this quest ion.  

Q19 Reasons to study a language:  The most  likely correct  answer was 

‘comprender ot ras culturas/ paises’. The other ideas in this quest ion proved more 

diff icult .  



Q19 Reasons why they could find it  diff icult :  The most  likely correct  answers 

were ‘no es para todos’, ‘es caro’ and ‘se necesita disciplina’ The other ideas in 

this quest ion proved more diff icult .  

Con clu sion  

The outcome of the exam inat ion of this paper this summer was pleasing. The 

majority of cent res had prepared their  candidates thoroughly so they had a good 

understanding of the requirements of this unit . This allowed candidates to 

respond well to its demands. 

Ad v ice an d  g u id an ce  

 

• Candidates need to read the quest ions carefully before at tempt ing to 

answer them. 

• Candidates should ensure they listen carefully to the recordings and 

understand the passages, and base their  answers on the actual content  of 

the passage rather than impose their own speculat ions. 

• Candidates’ responses should be wr it ten clearly.  

• A good knowledge of vocabulary items is required. 

• Candidates aim ing for  a higher grade require a good knowledge of more 

complicated lexis and st ructures. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Gr ad e Bou n d ar ies  

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on 

this link:   

ht tp: / / www.edexcel.com/ iwant to/ Pages/ grade-boundaries.aspx 
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